Monday, February 10, 2003
Exodus 5:1 - 6:30

Egyptians considered their king a son of the god Ra and they believed Pharaoh to be a god himself.  As such, he had little regard for the command “Let My people go” from a God of slaves. Two men in their eighties claiming to speak for this God ignited anger and arrogant defiance in the Egyptian king. However, it seems as though Pharaoh did sense a danger to the status-quo of his situation. Remember that the labor of the Hebrews had already been increased out of fear that they might revolt.  Pharaoh did his best to make sure that Moses and Aaron lost all credibility with the people that they were attempting to lead. The additional increase in the work load accomplished Pharaoh’s purpose. The Hebrews literally said to Moses, "You made us stink in the sight of Pharaoh." Moses, of course, turned to God to say, "I told you so."  Moses still feared his situation even after all of the confirming examples that God had given to him. The people were focused on their plight and Moses was focused on his weakness. When would they focus on God? They had been pleading for God’s help and now that it had arrived, they refused to see it.

In 6:5-8 Moses is reminded of the covenant between God and the people. As we read through the Old Testament we will see the importance of this relationship. We will see God’s faithfulness to His promises even though His nation waffles back and forth between obedience and defiance. Isn’t it wonderful to know that this history culminated in Jesus? Through Him God would ultimately send rescue to His people. 
